^                                          PREFACE.
first edition of these Journals contains passages whieh
have been suppressed in the later editions: but this
is an error. The first edition contained a good iruuiy
mistakes, which were subsequently pointed out by
criticism, or discovered and corrected. Two or throe
sentences relating to private individuals were omitted,
but nothing which concerns public personages or public,
events has been withdrawn.
Eight and forty years have now elapsed since the
date at which the narrative contained in the former
volumes was suspended, and I am led by several con-
siderations to the opinion that the time has arrived
when it may be resumed. We are divided by a lon^
interval from the administrations of Lord Melbourne,
Sir Eobert Peel, and Lord John Eussell, and, with a
very small number of exceptions, no one survives who
sat in the Cabinets of those statesmen. Nearly half a
century has elapsed since the occurrence of the events
recorded in the earlier pages of these volume^ and in a
few months from the publication of them, the nation
and the empire may celebrate with just enthusiasm the
jubilee of the reign of Queen Victoria. Those who
have had the good fortune to witness this long Herie.s of*
events, and to take any part in them, may well deum*
to leave behind them some record of a period, un-
exampled in the annals of Great Britain and of the
world for an almost unbroken continuance of pro-
gress, prosperity, liberty, and peace. It Ls not too
soon to glean in the records of the timo those furtive